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Lay-lie
The Craft of Writing · By Simon Townsend · 1 min read

Lay and lie. It's important to get it right, even though many editors don't know the difference. Lay means to

put something down. Please lay that down. Lay her to rest. I laid out the map. The detective laid a charge.

Lie means to repose, as in resting, sleeping or not moving. Lie down here. No, I'll lie here. I'm going to lie

down. And of course lie also means to tell an untruth.

Reprinted from The Wonderful World of Journalism. Written in the spirit of Simon Townsend's journalism craft advice. Visit

simontownsendjournalist.com for the full archive. 
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