
THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF JOURNALISM

A tribute to Simon Townsend, 1945-2025 · simontownsendjournalist.com

i.e. vs e.g.: Getting It Right
The Craft of Writing · By Simon Townsend · 1 min read

In journalism, never write i.e. or ie. ie = id est But who knows the old Latin expression id est? Did you

know? I didn't. I had to look it up. Id est is Latin for the English expression "that is". Stick to English rather

than Latin. If you mean "that is", then write in English, and write "that is".

Reprinted from The Wonderful World of Journalism. Written in the spirit of Simon Townsend's journalism craft advice. Visit

simontownsendjournalist.com for the full archive. 
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