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Building Your Article · By Simon Townsend · 1 min read

Like you, students often ask me impossible questions. What is the length of an article? How long should I

research it? How long will it take me to write? How long should I spend on editing? If you look through

publications, you will see similar topics but of hugely varying lengths. Some have photos, some don't. Some

have drawings, some don't. Some are on the front page, and most aren't. Your questions simply don't have

neat answers. I always reply with the inscrutable questions-in-reply:

How long is piece of string?

How thick is it?

What colour is it?

Reprinted from The Wonderful World of Journalism. Written in the spirit of Simon Townsend's journalism craft advice. Visit
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